
 
 
21.4.20 - Home Learning Year 5 
 

Reading Learning 

 
 
Chapter 1 - Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 
 
‘Yes,’ said Tom bluntly, on opening the front door. ‘What d’you want?’ 

A harassed middle-aged woman in a green coat and felt hat stood on his step. He 
glanced at the armband on her sleeve. She gave him an awkward smile. 

‘I’m the Billeting Officer for this area,’ she began. 
‘Oh yes, and what’s that got to do wi’ me?’ 
She flushed slightly. ‘Well, Mr, Mr…’ 
‘Oakley. Thomas Oakley.’ 
‘Ah, thank you, Mr Oakley.’ She paused and took a deep breath. ‘Mr Oakley, with 

the declaration of war imminent…’ 
Tom waved his hand. ‘I knows all that. Git to the point. What d’you want?’ He 

noticed a small boy at her side. 
‘It’s him I’ve come about,’ she said. ‘I’m on my way to your village hall with the 

others.’ 
‘What others?’ 
She stepped to one side. Behind the large iron gate which stood at the end of the 

graveyard were a small group of children. Many of them were filthy and very poorly 
clad. Only a handful had a blazer or coat. They all looked bewildered and exhausted. 
One tiny dark-haired girl in the front was hanging firmly on to a new teddy-bear. 

The woman touched the boy at her side and pushed him forward. 
‘There’s no need to tell me,’ said Tom. ‘It’s obligatory and it’s for the war effort.’ 
‘You are entitled to choose your child, I know,’ began the woman apologetically. 
Tom gave a snort. 

 



TASK: Read the opening to Chapter 1 of the book, ;Goodnight Mister Tom’ by 
Michelle Magorian. 

1. Do you think Mr Oakley is happy about taking an evacuated child into his 
home to look after? 

2. Why do the children look bewildered and exhausted? 
3. If you were being evacuated would you want to stay with someone like Tom? 

Explain your answer. 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
Writing Learning 
 
Task: Think about what you would miss the most if you had to be evacuated like the 
children in the story. 
Create a mind-map listing and detailing all of the things and people you would miss. 
EXT: Give reasons 
E.g. I would miss my photo album because it has pictures of all the people I love and 
if I wasn’t going to be able to see them for a long while I would want to be able to 
look at the photos I have and remember the good times 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Maths Learning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
____________________________________________ 
 
 Spellings - Year 5/6 word list 
 

bargain communication 

bruise competitive 

category communication 

cemetery competition 

committee competition 

 

Choose 3 words from the list of spellings to include in a sentence. 

Make sure you know the meaning of all of the words! 

___________________________________________________________________
Maths Answers 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


