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NEWSLETTER FOR OLDFLEET PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 

Message from the Head of School - Coping with COVID 
 

It was March when suddenly what had been a vaguely 

worrying news report about a distant concern in China 

was brought sharply into focus. Covid was here and it 

was something we were going to have to cope with.  
There was little concrete information about the risks, and 

anxiety levels rose. The unprecedented decision to shut 

schools to keep people safe came quickly. In thirty six years 

in the profession I can only remember shutting for a couple 

of snow days. This was a shocking development.  
Fortunately the school community quickly adapted to the 

new challenges and thanks to the flexibility and hard work of 

the school staff, we were able to continue to meet the needs 

of our most vulnerable pupils and support key worker 

families to continue their crucial roles.  
It was challenging, but we thought it would all be over by 

June, and looked forward to a return to full education. A 

school just doesn’t feel right without its children.  
Everyone did their bit through the Spring and Summer terms. 

People did what was needed and no one suggested that it 

wasn’t on their job description. The school kitchen adapted to 

new ways of providing meals, the IT department worked 

tirelessly to enable remote learning, and the YHCLT pioneered 

an effective voucher system for those who needed them. A big 

thank you to the parents and carers too who adapted to the new 

arrangements quickly and kept in close contact with staff 

through dojo and telephone messages.  

 
Partial school reopening in June was successfully supported 

by robust risk assessments provided by Mr Roe, and we all 

enjoyed having at least some children back in the building.  
After a well earned summer holiday, September was a 
chance to finally welcome all children back to learning. 

We concentrated on helping staff and pupils to 

readjust to being in school full time. It was lovely to 

see children playing together again, and enjoying 

learning new skills and information.  
Sadly, Covid hadn’t finished with us yet. A new surge of 

infection brought a roller coaster of contact tracing, isolation, 

staffing shortages, bubble closures and even school closure 

as we fought to apply complex government guidance and 

make sense of seemingly contradictory legislation. We have 

had 2 children test positive and 3 adults - thankfully all are 

on the mend. Such a low rate of infection leads us to think 

that safety measures in school are working. Thank you to 

the parents and carers who have played such a vital part by 

liaising with us to achieve this.  
Now we do at least have light at the end of the tunnel in the 

form of an effective vaccine for our most vulnerable loved 

ones. Let’s hope this heralds the turning of a corner towards 

finally controlling this disease, and allows Oldfleet to get 

back to what we do best - leading learning for all. 

Mrs Robinson 
Head of School  
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School Attendance 
 

Can I send a huge thank you for the support we have had from families 

in getting children to school regularly and on time. After an initial 

hiccup we all adjusted to staggered start times and being in bubbles.  
When a bubble closes children are not counted as absent, but we count them as working from 

home - so this doesn’t affect your child’s attendance record. 
 
During the Autumn term we have been fairly lenient in the way that we have tackled low 
attendance. We appreciate that families have needed to adjust to new arrangements in school 
and that some have been initially nervous about this. Having said that there are a significant 
number of children whose attendance is a cause for concern. We will be contacting families 
directly about this later this week so that we can get off to a good start in January.  
 

Less than 90% 90 - 95% 
96 - 97% 98 - 99% 100% 

Cause for Below 
Average Good Excellent 

concern Average    
     

 

In January we will be following our usual routines about chasing up 

non-attendance, we will be; 
 
● Making calls to families on a daily basis if a reason for absence has not been given. 
 
● Writing to families whose child has attendance of less than 90% and this is not improving. 
 
● Meeting with families to agree ways of supporting them to improve their child’s attendance. 
 
● Referring to the Local Authority those families where attendance is low and worsening and 

where we cannot agree ways forward. These referrals can result in a prosecution and fines. 

 

If you would like a conversation about how we can work together to improve low attendance 

please contact the school office and we will make time to talk together. 
 

Many thanks  

Jonathan Roe (Executive Headteacher)  
 
 
 

How to report a positive Covid 

result during the Christmas holidays 
 

 

If you need to report a positive Covid test of a child in the first week of the 

Christmas holiday please call the School Nursing Team on 01482 336634. 
 

The School Nursing Team will then contact a senior member of staff at 
school and we will make decisions about who, if anyone needs 
contacting to be told to self-isolate. Let’s hope that this isn’t necessary.  



Christmas Jumper Day 
 

 

Many thanks for all the donations to the Christmas Jumper 

Day. We raised £217.01 for For Save the Children. 
 

Children had a wonderful time recording their songs to share with you, 

please do enjoy them over the Christmas holiday. You can find all of the 

songs on YouTube by searching Oldfleet Primary. The children sing 

beautifully and look fantastic. 
 

Thank you for all your support with this.  



Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library 
 

“You can never get enough books 

into the hands of enough children.” 
 

- Dolly Parton 
 

 

Dolly Parton has many passions in her life. Many 

of us know her to have a deep love of country  
music but did you know that she also has a strong  
belief that all children should experience the joy 

of having stories read to them from a very young 

age? Such was her passion for children to have  
these experiences, she set up a free book 

gifting initiative that has spread far and wide. 
 

We are very excited to tell you that the Dolly 

Parton’s Imagination Library book gifting  
programme has arrived at Oldfleet! 

 

 

The Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, set up by 

the great lady herself, is devoted to inspiring a 

love of reading in the hearts of our youngest 

children. This very popular programme was set 

up to increase the number of books in families 

homes and as we speak, some of our nursery 

children who signed up are now eagerly awaiting 

their first book to be dropped through their letter 

boxes anytime soon! 
 

Please visit the Imagination Library 

website for more information - 

https:// imaginationlibrary.com/uk/  
 
 

 

Safeguarding 
 
 

 

As a school, Oldfleet worked hard to ensure 

all pupils were supported educationally and 

emotionally over the partial closure period. 

This was done through well planned home 

learning, regular home contact and some 

pupils attending school, including during 

school holidays. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

all parents and carers for their hard work 

and dedication over such a difficult time. 
 

Extra support was provided for vulnerable 

children as required with individual home 

learning packs produced, additional school 

places provided, home visits, extra phone 

contact and the provision of chromebooks 

and dongles to make sure home learning 

could be accessed. 
 

Hull Children’s University also helped our 

pupils’ who were needing additional support 

providing us with 46 KS2 home learning 
 

 

 

packs, 20 transition packs for Year 6 pupils 

and 20 emotional wellbeing packs. The 

school nurse contacted parents who told us 

that their children were struggling emotionally 

with lockdown. She also saw pupils in school 

as soon she was able to give them an 

opportunity to discuss their worries. 
 
We have continued to support all pupils this 

term as required at this difficult time. Pupils tell 

me that they feel safe in school and are happy 

to be back in class and learning. Years 4,5,and 

6 have been given the opportunity to talk to our 

new school nurse, Rachael Rammage, about 

their Coronavirus worries if they requested it. 

Rachael felt this was a positive experience for 

all who used the opportunity and gave her a 

chance to start to get to know our pupils. 
 
If you feel we can support your child in any 

further way please get in touch with the school 

and we will gladly see what we can offer. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oldfleet Primary School is now a Read, Write 
Inc school. In September we started following 
the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme in 
order to teach children to read and spell. Prior 
to launching this programme, the school 
invested a great deal of time and money so 
that all staff were fully trained and also to 
ensure that the scheme was fully resourced. 
 
Learning to read is the most important thing a child 

will learn at school. Everything else depends on it, 

so we want to put as much energy as we possibly 

can into making sure that every single child learns 

to read as quickly as possible. 
 
Read, Write Inc. Phonics starts in the Foundation 

Stage and involves children having daily Speed 

Sound lessons where they learn new sounds. 

Once children recognise these sounds we 

introduce words for them to read and spell 

containing only the sounds they have been taught. 

Once they are able to read a number of simple 

words we introduce the Read, Write Inc 

storybooks. The storybooks contain words with 

sounds that the children have covered in their 

Speed Sound lessons ensuring that they will be 

able to decode all of the words rather than guess. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children learn to read the book in school first 

by reading it with a partner and with their Read, 

Write Inc teacher. After several lessons they 

have the opportunity to take this book home to 

show how confidently they can read it. This 

ensures that the children succeed when reading 

at home which in turn will hopefully encourage 

them to want to read more and more. 
 
We have all been amazed by the impact of 

Read, Write Inc in such a short time. The 
children really enjoy their lessons and there is 
a buzz of excitement when they see that they 
have moved onto the next storybook. The half 
termly assessments are also showing superb 
progress as well as highlighting when a child 
may need extra support with their reading. 
 
We have also received so many positive 

comments from parents and carers who 

frequently message teachers via class dojo to 

talk about how confidently their child read the 

book and also to say how proud they are. We 

really appreciate your support with home reading 

and with ensuring that the books are returned 

promptly every Wednesday so that they can be 

used by the next group - thank you!  



Getting to know... 
 
 

Miss Buitendam - Inclusion Worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How long have you worked 
at Oldfleet?  
I started working at Oldfleet in 2010, it will be 

my 11th work birthday in January! I remember 

my first day very well and I was made to feel so 

welcome in the Foundation Stage. 
 

What is the best thing 
about Oldfleet?  
In my opinion the best thing at Oldfleet are 
the children of course. Every day the 
Oldfleet children are so friendly when I see 
them. With ‘waves’ here, and a ‘hi’ there, 
sometimes a ‘sorry Miss’ if a football has 
whooshed past my head. 

 

What is it that you do? 
 
I have a specialised role helping children learn 

to understand their emotions and respect the 

feelings of those around them. I provide time 

and space for children to think about their 

personal circumstances and how they manage 

them. The work we do is fun, sometimes 

therapeutic and helps to build positive 

relationships. I am also the Deputy 

Safeguarding Lead and work with Mrs Mounsor 

to help keep our Oldfleet children safe. 
 

What got you interested in 
this sort of work?  
I have worked in classrooms for many 
years which has been a pleasure. I wanted 
to help children learn how to better develop 
their emotional and social needs. I studied 
further to get my dream job. It’s never too 
late to set yourself a target! 
 

Out of work - what is your 

favourite hobby or pastime? 
 
I have a couple of favourite things to do 
when at home. I enjoy running, although not 
quite brave enough to enter a marathon as 
yet. A few teachers already know that my 
next favourite thing to do is bake. I have a 
chief taster at home who said, “Mum, I think 
you’re probably good enough to do The 
Great British Bake Off!” Thanks Son.  

 
 

 

Tell us a funny joke 
 

A favourite joke of mine is an oldie but a goodie... 
 

Q: Why do bees have sticky hair?  
A: Because they use honey combs! 

 
More than likely from a Christmas cracker but it just stuck with me...  



Staffing 
 
 
 

Mrs Coldbeck   
Mrs Coldbeck has been with us for just over a year and currently teaches 

in year 3 (Pine Martens). She will leave us at the end of this term for  
a new challenge. We would like to thank her for all her hard work and 

contribution to the school and wish her lots of luck in her future. 

Mrs Crawford and Miss Oliver 
 

Both Mrs Crawford and Miss Oliver who work on the school reception 

desk will both leave us at the end of this term. Mrs Crawford has been 

with us for five years and Miss Oliver for 3 years. They are both moving 

on to further their careers and we wish them both the very best of luck. 
 

Melanie Clark 
 

Melanie Clark has been our school nurse for a number of years and 
has supported many families and children. She is moving onto 
pastures new and I’m sure everyone would like to wish her lots of 
luck and thank her for her work at the school. 

 

 

Mrs Uney will return to us in January 2021 following her maternity. 
Mrs Uney will return to Y3, Pine Martens and we look forward to 
welcoming her back.  
We have a new School Nurse, Rachael Ramage who has started 
working with our school this term supporting families and 
children. Rachael is in school every Friday morning and is part of 
our Wellbeing Team. She can be contacted via the school office.  
Also welcomed into the Oldfleet team this year are Miss Hearson, 
Miss Kitching and Mrs Kerman to the Foundation Unit, Miss Beet 
into year 1 and Mrs Hellwig into year 6. 

 
 

Term dates 2020 / 2021 
 

Autumn Term Ends  Friday 18th December 2020 
     

Spring Term Begins  Tuesday 5th January 2021 
     

Spring Half Term  Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021 
     

Spring Term Ends  Friday 26th March 2021 
     

Summer Term Begins  Tuesday 13th April 2021 
     

Summer Half Term  Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021 
     

Summer Term Ends  Friday 23rd July 2021 
     

Training days - subject to change May Bank Holiday 

4th January 2021 3rd May 2021 

12th April 2021    

25th June 2021    
     

      
 


