
Oldfleet Early Years Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the start and very important stage of a

child’s school life. It covers the development of children from the age of three to the

end of the reception year at age five. In our EYFS children learn to adapt from their

home environment to the new and challenging experiences of school. They meet new

people and learn to work together, to share, to co-operate and to solve problems.

Here at Oldfleet we work hard to ensure that all of our children learn through their

own interests, alongside providing stimulating, engaging and exciting learning

experiences through which the children can develop and grow. We learn through a

range of topics in both our nursery (FS1) and reception (FS2) classes and encourage

parents and carers to support their children with learning.

Teachers match the different levels of young children’s needs to carefully planned

learning experiences through play.  We ensure that these learning experiences are a

combination of child initiated and teacher led learning opportunities both indoors and

in our outdoor area. Children are observed during play in order to assess their stage of

development so that each child’s next steps can be planned for.

A brief overview of the EYFS curriculum

The Early Years curriculum is made up of 7 areas of learning which are split into Prime

and Specific areas.

Each area of learning has a set of Early Learning Goals which children work towards

achieving by the end of their reception class year. (These can be viewed in more detail



in the New EYFS Statutory Framework document on the links below). This year the

EYFS has had a major overall and last year we became an Early Adopter school, trialing

both the new Development Matters and the Early Learning Goals.

EYFS Statutory Framework Document

ELGs-1-1.pdf

Parent / Carer Partnership

Starting school is a major step in your child’s life and here at Oldfleet, we aim to

ensure that all children settle into school routines as quickly and as happily as possible.

We want children to feel secure and confident and for them to develop their talents

and skills in as many different directions as possible, learning alongside their friends.

We believe that children do best when home and school work together. Parents play a

vital role during the EYFS years and we work hard to ensure that you are involved and

informed regularly about your child’s learning

During their time in the EYFS each child has their own ‘Learning Journey’.

At Oldfleet we use the online journal ‘Tapestry’ where we record lots of

‘WOW’ moments. Here you can view either a narrative or photograph of your

child’s learning throughout the year and add your own comments if you wish

to do so. We also encourage parents to upload photographs that you feel may

contribute to your child’s learning journal so that we can gain more of a holistic view of

your child. Your child will love sharing any photographs you send with their friends at

school, which we often look at together.

We also use an app called ‘Class Dojo’ which enables us to praise and

reward children with points for behaviour and attendance. With ‘Class Dojo’ we are

able to keep you informed of any important messages and a view of what learning is

taking place on a daily basis.  You will get a login for this during the first week when

your child starts school.

As well as Tapestry and Class Dojo, we also showcase whole school learning

and achievements via our school Twitter page. Photos of learning, messages about

special events and links to out of school activities are shared on a regular basis. If you

are not already following our twitter account, please do so by searching @OldfleetP

and taking a look at some of the brilliant learning that is happening at Oldfeet!

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1JzCu6Fx5rcJz1AVm3BXoH-iStpu4MjyK


Growth Mindset
We are a Growth Mindset school and we encourage the children to have a growth

mindset approach to their learning.  To support this we encourage the children to use

their ‘Learning muscles’

These are the eight learning muscles that we encourage the children to use when they

are learning which will help their brains to grow:-

Concentrate

Don’t Give Up

Cooperate

Be Curious

Have a go

Use your imagination

Keep Improving

Enjoy Learning

When talking about your child’s day, as they get used to us talking about their learning

muscles you could ask them which learning muscles they have used.

Other questions that you might ask your child …

What did you do today that made you think hard?

Did you make any mistakes today that helped you to learn?

What was the most tricky piece of learning you did today?

What are you trying hard to do that you can’t do yet?

Transition to the Reception classes

We understand that you may have a whole range of questions regarding your child

starting school. You will be invited into school in July to meet your child’s teacher and

ask any questions you may have.  You and your child will be able to spend an hour in

school, ask us any questions, have a look at our school uniform and meet some of the

other children who will be in your child’s class at school.  We are inviting 6 families into

school at a time to ensure that you get a good opportunity to meet with us and begin to

get to know your child’s school. We will contact you in early June to give you the

date and time for this visit.

In addition to your child visiting the classroom, if your child is not currently at

Oldfleet nursery we will be visiting them at their nursery provider if we are able to

and if not we will be speaking to their nursery on the telephone instead.  We will

contact the nursery providers to organise these visits.



We would also like you to know that in the first week of September your child will

attend school for a shorter period. We have a first week transitioning period where

your child will come into school either in the morning or the afternoon. This is to ease

them into school life, as we are aware that lots of children would have only attended

nursery for half days. During this week your child will begin to learn the classroom

routines, get to know the adults they are working with and start to build confidence

within a smaller group of children. The following week they will be in for full days and

will stay for school dinners.

If you have any questions please contact the school and we will get back to you ASAP.

We look forward to meeting you in July.


