
At last we have been able to welcome our 
children back into the school building 
again. They have been sadly missed and 
it has been delightful to spend time with 
young people once again over the last 
few weeks.
It has certainly been another challenging term 
and managing the change between partial 
opening and full opening has been a steep 
learning curve for all members of the school 
community. A huge thank you to all the parents 
and carers who juggled jobs and commitments 
to oversee home learning for their children for 
so many weeks.
It seems at first that there are only negatives 
associated with the school closure period, 
but on deeper reflection some positives have 

emerged:-
•  We have all  worked  successfully together as 

a team
•  Knowledge and understanding between 

families and school has deepened to allow us 
to meet everyone’s needs more fully

•  IT skills have never been more fully developed!
There were many highlights from the live 
learning experience but I was particularly 
impressed with the way school staff, parents, 
carers, and even occasionally pets threw 
themselves enthusiastically into the sessions 
and embraced the possibilities of this new form 
of education.
It would take more than Covid to 
stop Oldfleet!
Mrs Robinson
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A special well done to everyone who helped us raise a 
fantastic £286.18 for good causes on Red Nose Day.

We also had a lot of fun too!



Getting to know...

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself!
Some years ago I knew Bradford 
Avenue very well as this was where 
my grandparents lived. My mum and 
her brothers and sisters were some of 
the first pupils at Oldfleet back in 1959!  
I must look out for old Headteacher 
behaviour logs and see whether any 
of them feature.
I have been teaching since 1998 and 
have taught all year groups. Before 
becoming an Executive Headteacher, 
my most recent experience was as 
the Head of School at Priory Primary 
School which is a large primary school 
in the West of the city. I am Executive 
Headteacher at Oldfleet Primary 
School and at Priory Primary School. I 
taught for 15 years at Alderman Cogan 
Primary School and am pleased to be 
back again in the east of the city!  

What are you most looking 
forward to at Oldfleet Primary 
School?
This is an easy question to answer. 
I am most looking forward to getting 
to know your children!  Hopefully I will 
also start to get to know parents and 
carers which will be easier as we ease 
out of lockdown after Easter. I know 
that we are looking forward to being 
able to invite you back into school 
again hopefully soon!
We have all experienced an extremely 
difficult year and now we have all 
children back in school, Mrs Robinson 
and I will be working hard with the 
team of committed teachers at 
Oldfleet Primary School to ensure that 
the children make the best possible 
progress, catching up with any missed 
learning whilst feeling happy and safe 
in school again.

Mrs Mitchell - our new Executive Head Teacher

I am delighted to finally have the opportunity to 
introduce myself to you all. I started working at 
Oldfleet in January just as the lockdown began. 
Over the past three weeks, I have been able to 
see Oldfleet Primary School spring back to life 
as all children and staff returned back to school. 
Mr Roe has now been promoted to CEO of 

the YHCLT and continues to work closely 
with Mrs Robinson and I to ensure that we 
are providing the very best opportunities for 
your children.



A message from Foundation Stage 

This exciting programme will help develop 
children’s understanding of life cycles and 
in caring for animals. There will also be a 
wide range of resources to extend children’s 
experiences so please keep an eye on 
Tapestry and Class Dojo for messages and 
be prepared for some very enthusiastic 
conversations all about chicks from 
your child.

We are also looking forward to experiencing 
‘The Original and Ethical Chick Hatching 
Programme’  from Living Eggs 
https://www.livingeggs.co.uk

Thank you from 
all the EYFS Team

First of all the EYFS Team would like to say a big 
thank you to all parents that supported their children 
with the home learning challenges during lockdown. 
We were all amazed at your commitment and enjoyed receiving the 
photographs and videos through Tapestry and Class Dojo.
In our EYFS we have a lot to look forward to in the summer term. We are 
very excited about meeting and welcoming our new Nursery children to 
Oldfleet and welcome the challenge in preparing our existing F1 and F2 
children as they embark on their next phase of learning.



We are pleased to announce that the 
new playground markings are here! 
We have some exciting new resources 
to encourage fitness and fun for all. 
There are a variety of fitness trails to give the 
children the opportunity to practise different 
ways of moving such as tiptoeing, skipping and 
jumping. There is also a set of footsteps around 
the playground for longer distance running, and 
a colourful new Hopscotch layout.
Targets have been marked out with scores 
for accurate throwing, and coordination is 
developed through a “dance mat” where four 
children can match each other’s moves.

Children are able to play a variety of fun games 
with their friends such as Giant Snakes and 
Ladders, Walk the Plank and Treasure Island. 
Watch out for the sharks and crocodiles!
Each year group also has a bag full of footballs, 
hoops and other play apparatus to keep them 
busy at playtime. Free time is definitely a fun 
time from now on.
Mrs Robinson

Playground 
development plans 
Fitness and fun!

Woodland Library News
While the school has 
been partially closed, we 
have been busy creating 
our new woodland library 
which is almost complete.
We have a wonderful range of 
new books for the children to 
enjoy. Next term, each class will 
have dedicated time to spend in 
our new space. There are book 
trees, comfy logs to sit on  and a 
few woodland creatures to keep 
us company. There’s even a 
story teller’s chair for the children 
to practice reading with their story 
teller’s voice.
Together we are building an 
ethos where reading for pleasure 
is encouraged. We look forward 
to welcoming you into our 
woodland library very soon. 
Mrs Wellburn - Tallis



Dance opportunities - NAPA
We are fortunate to have been working with 
Napa (Northern Academy of Performing Arts) 
for over six years. Throughout the school 
year, all age groups have the opportunity 
to work with a professional dancer for half 
a term. The sessions are carefully planned 
by dance experts and structured to meet the 
National Curriculum dance objectives that 
form part of the PE curriculum. The sessions 
help increase children’s confidence, develop 
their communication skills, encourage team 
building and enhance coordination – all 
whilst having fun at the same time! 
One of the many highlights of working with 
Napa is the final performance. The children 

take such pride in showing their completed 
dance to an appreciative audience. 
Although our sessions have been interrupted 
this academic year due to covid, our Year 2, 3 
and 4 classes have already enjoyed working 
with Sarah Sidaway and Paddy Start. We 
are hopeful that more year groups will get 
this opportunity in the summer term.
Miss Garner

Over recent weeks the 
Year 4 children have 
been enjoying their 
weekly dance lessons. 
This is what some of 
them had to say:

“I found the steps easy to follow because it was explained 
really well and I liked how the dance was put together.” Layla

“It’s exciting because it is something new to learn.” Harrison

“It’s fun and keeps us fit and active.” Lydia



Nature Friendly Schools Project.
Oldfleet will shortly be taking part in an exciting project beginning in the 
summer term. This will involve children completing a series of nature themed 
activities to encourage learning to take place outdoors in light of the recent 
Covid pandemic.

The Nature Friendly Schools programme comprises 12 months 
of support to help our school achieve the following outcomes:
■  pupils have improved mental health, wellbeing and 

engagement in learning
■  barriers to children connecting with nature during school are 

overcome
■  staff confidence in using the outdoor environment for learning 

is increased
■  a sustainable, working model is developed so that our school 

can continue to excel in enabling nature contact for children 
beyond the duration of the NFS project.

More exciting news will follow!

The project is 
organised by 
the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust, 
and our lead 
officer is Andy 
Steele.



Staff

Mrs Thompson
At the end of this term we 
will say goodbye to Mrs 
Thompson. Mrs Thompson 
has been with us for a 
number of years, working 
in the Foundation unit 
and also the Speech and 
Language department. 
We will be sorry to see her 
leave us but we wish her 
well for the future.

Mrs Leonard and Mrs Uney
We are happy to welcome to our school Mrs Leonard who has joined our 
admin team and works on the front reception desk. Mrs Leonard has lots 
of experience of working at reception and is happy to take your calls and 
help in any way she can.
We are also happy to welcome back  Mrs Uney who has returned to year 
3 from the beginning of the term after completing her maternity leave.

Miss Sanderson
Special thanks to Miss Sanderson, who 
has helped us out in our foundation unit 
over the past two terms. We appreciate 
her giving her time to us alongside 
continuing with her studies.

Training days - subject to change                            
4th January 2021
12th April 2021
25th June 2021

 May Bank Holiday
3rd May 2021

Term dates 2020 / 2021
Autumn Term Ends Friday 18th December 2020

Spring Term Begins Tuesday 5th January 2021

Spring Half Term Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021

Spring Term Ends Friday 26th March 2021

Summer Term Begins Tuesday 13th April 2021

Summer Half Term Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021

Summer Term Ends Friday 23rd July 2021


